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What is claimed is: 50 (d) processing said data representing the desired vari-
1. A method of funding a postage meter with a vari- able amount of postage to generate a unique combsi-
able amount of postage, said postage meter being re- nation which varies as a function of the entered
mote from a data center and having means for condi- postage data; and
tioning said postage meter to operate in either a first 55 (e) conditioning the meter for operation in said sec-
mode wherein the user of the postage meter can select ond mode;
an amount of postage to be printed or a second mode (f) entering the postage data and the unique combina-
wherein the user can recharge the postage meter with a tion from the data center into the postage meter;
variable amount of postage and a funding register means (g) processing the entered combination in said post-
which is rechargable with an additional variable 60 age meter; and
amount of postage, the method comprising the steps of: (h) causing said funding register means to be re-
(a) establishing communication with a data center charged with the desired variable amount of post-
funding computer; age.
(b) entering into the data center funding computer 2. A method for use in conjunction with a data center

data identifying the postage meter to be funded; 65 equipped to process transmissions from remotely lo-
(c) entering into the data center funding computer cated users of postage meters, each of said postage me-
data representing a desired variable amount of ters having means for preparing the postage meter to
postage to be entered into said funding register accept and process a recharging combination which
means of said postage meter; varies as a function of a variable amount of postage



